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By SPRING 1946. THE BRI 

EASTERN FLEET Ww 

OVER TO THE OFFENSIVE. FRO 

BASE AT TRINCOMALEE IN CEYLON 
ROYAL NAVAL SHIPS AND ARCRAT 
MADE DARING FORAYS ACROSS TH~E 
UJAP-INFESTED INDIAN OCEAN, BUT 
THE ENEMY WAS FAR FROM BEA 











Enemy Engaged 
Chapter!. The Test of COMMAND 


TASK FORCE 84, RETURNING FROM A STRIKE AT THE ANOAMAN ISLANDS, HAD 
RUN INTO A SUPERIOR JAPANESE FLEET. A SINGLE SMALL BRITISH SHIP 
HAD FLUNG ITSELF FORWARD TO PUT DOWN A SMOKE SCREEN BETWEEN 
THE DAMAGED FORCE AND THE VENGEFUL ENEMY. 
















jolla 


THAT SHIP WAS A DESTROYER, ANDO HER NAME WAS 4,M.5. THORN. ALREADYA 
SIX-INCH SHELL HAD SAVAGELY SWEPT HER BRIDGE WITH SHRAPNEL AND CUT 
DOWN HER CAPTAIN, BUT STILL SHE KEPT HER COURSE ANDO HER BRAVE PURPOSE. 
E? GUN FLASHES YP Z 
€ } ZZ, iG . 
CRUISER, yy Vj 2G'N = 





Enemy Engaged 3 


45 THE BLACK SCREEN OF SMOKE HID THEIR CRIPPLED QUARRY FROM THEM. 
THE ANGRY GUNS OF THE JAPANESE CRUISERS TURNED ON THE DESTROYER. BUT 
iT WAS NOT ONLY A SHIP WHICH WAS DEFYING THEM, BUT A STRICKEN CAPTAIN 


”A FIRST 
Seo cenater: RST Te ies epee. 
TEN 


A TEN DEGREE TURN LAY THE THORN OVER ON HER SLIM BEAM AS _THE ENEMY 
GUNS FLASHED. BY TEN DEGREES A SHELL MISSED HER DECK. ANO STILL 
THE THICK SMOKE STREAMED OUT ASTERN TO CONFUSE THE ENEMY. 








4 Enemy Engaged 


MAULED IN THE RECENT ATTACK ON THE JAPANESE SHORE POSITIONS IN. THE 
JANDAMANS, THE BRITISH ESCORT CARRIER COULD NOT ¥Y OFF ITS AIRCRAFT 
TO STRIKE BACK, ALL THAT STOOD BETWEEN HER AND AN LATION WAS ONE 

SMALL SHIP AND AN OY VEIL OF SMOKE. 




















: ; FOOLS’ 
2 THE BRITISH ESCAPE 
Rvs | US BEHINO THE SMOKE 
SCREEN UNLESS YOU 
SINK THAT PUNY 
DEsTRoyverR! 





Enemy Engagea 


ANGER AND HASTE WERE SPOILING THE JAPANESE A!M. AND ON THE BRIT 
CARRIER, ALREADY TURNING NORTH TO SLIP AWAY FROM THE E Yeee 
































THOUGHT THE 
THORN “AD STOPPED 
A PACKET THAT 
TIME, SIR! 


CON'T 
WORRY, ROBBY’S 
TOO WISE A BIRC TC 
ET THE JAPS CATCr 
HIM...OR US! HE'S 
ms, HAVING A PINK GIN ON 
<2 TASK FORCE EIGHTY: 
FOUR WHEN WE MAKE 
TRINCO ' 
TOMORROW! 


= 


"BUT LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ROBBINS R.N.,) [THE VOICE OF THE OYING MAN iv4S 
CAPTAIN OF 4.M4.8. THORN. WOULD DRINK FAINT, BUT TE WORDS WOULD ECHO 
[NO MORE PINK GINS IN TRINCOMALEE... THROUGH THE REST OF LIEUTENANT 
; ‘ L sR, 1AM’ vi L 
| Weve cor we | [eerste seas ste 
SET YOU BELOW } u l 
saat THORN, NUMBER _ONE, REMEMBER | 
T Mt GOING TO SAY! A SHIP 
TS MEN WILL BE IN YOUR 
NO... LEAVE ANOS! SERVE THEM WELL 


ME ALONE wi 
VE WEN Oat 4 ae 
j TIME LEFT, = 

‘uu SPEND = a 


N GOO'S GOCE 
AR! NUMBER 
CNE, COME 





Enemy Engagea 


ONE DAY, AND SOON ENOUGH, THE . COMMAND OF A SHIP 
FIRST LIEUTENANT OF THE THORN MAKES A MAN...O2 BREAKS 
WOULD RECOGNISE THE TRUTH OF HIM, MIKE... 1 THINK: YOU'VE 
THOSE WORDS. GOT. THE RIGHT STUFF IN YOU, 
BUT WHETHER YOU HAVE OR | 
NOT, YOUR SHIP WILL FIND | 
OUT...YOUR SHI2... 


. 3 Ss 24 ee | 
THE VOICE FADED INTO SILENCE. GRIMLY, LIEUTENANT MICHAEL GRAHAM STOOD t 
UP AND PULLED HIS CAP FROM HIS HEAD. THE SALUTE A FIGHTING MAN MAKES 
TO THE DEAD I6 BRIEF BUT IT IS SINCERE. " 

EXBEZBZBZEE 





Enemy Engaged 


AS THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE THORN PAID THEIR LAST RESPECTS TO 





THEIR SKIPPER, A FAINT NOISE THROBBED AND GREW IN THE SERENE SKY... 


=e “( LOOK, SIR! THE COMMODORE MUST HAVE 
WHISTLED UP THI A.F. FROM TRINCO! 


| 





WELL, THE 
SKIPPER WON HIS 
UR LAST FIGHT! BELAY 
PEA SMOKE! STARBOARD 
TWENTY! 


|FROM TRINCOMALEE A HUNORED MILES 
Pala tal SQUADRONS: ENTS 


L 


oo 


mM 


on: 
SERVE THEM WELL, HE 
SAID! WELL, IF THEY GIVE MB 
COMMAND OF THE JTHORA, Pub 
TRY TO SERVE IT AS 5 
AS THE SKIPPER DID) 





8 Enemy Engaged 


AT SUNSET THAT DAY, TASK FORCE 84 PAUSED IN MID-OCEAN. WITH SIMPLE 
CEREMONY, THE CAPTAIN OF THE THOR WAS COMMITTED TO THOSE DEEP 
WATERS HE HAD SAILED SO BRAVELY. AND AT DAWN... 





lil 


Q/HEN HE HAD SAFELY BERTHEQ THE THOR/Y IN _THE INNER HARBOUR OF 
E MBER ONE 


wis 


TRINGOMALEE, LIEUTENANT MICHA GRASAM DONNED 
UNIFORM. HE A > 


MIKE'S 
+f GOING TO SEE THE 
ADMIRAL, MAC! D0 YOu 
THINK THEY'LL MAKE 
HIN SKIDDER? 


THE ADMIRAL 
NOT BEING A CHUM OF 
MINE. COULDNT SAY! BUT 
if THEY VE EYES IN THEIR 
HEADS, THEY QUGHT TO! 


Enemy Engaged 


REAR-ADMIQAL BLAZEY AT H.Q,FAR EASTERN FLEET, HAD ALREADY 
EXPRESSED A WISH 79. SPEAK TO THE FIRST LIEUTENANT OF THE THORN. HIS 
ARRIVAL WAS ANNOUNCED. LIEUTENANT x 
pes GRAHAM [5 HERE, 
5 S1@, TO SEE THE 
Za ADMIRAL! 





CELE 


ALL RIGHT. 
HILARY! LL 

£ IF THE OLD 
MANS FREz! ‘ 


IN THE ADMIRAL'S OUTER. OFFICE.SAT_A MAN WITH A HANOSOME FACE, A 
CRISP VOICE, ANDO THREE GOLD RINGS ON HIS _EPAULETTES: HE WAS & 
COMMANDE® &.N,, AND HIS NAME. WAS DESMOND HICHENS. 


GRAHAM, . 
EH? HE'S COME 
SOONER THAN 

| EXDECTED! 





Enemy Engaged 


ZHE QUICK ARRIVAL OF THE THORN'S FIRST LIEUTENANT SEEMED 


TO HAVE CAUGHT COMMANDER HICHENS BY SURPRISE...AND HE 
WAS A MAN WHO SELDOM ALLOWED THINGS TO SURPRISE HIM. 
LIEUTENANT GRAHAM \ <a { 
OF THE THORN IS OUTSIDE WS —__ | 
D TO nee TPN itinimneral 

il Me ee i 

YES. DESMOND! . Ha 
BRING HiM IN, WILL ewig. 
you! 














TURNED TO THE DOOR, DESMOND HICHENS VAN 
AND SMILED. IT WAS A WRY LITTLE SMILE... | \ 
\ 


i 


€ idl 
GRAHAM, YOU 
KNOW, SiRt > 


Gcoo 
LORD, HICHENS, 
WITH A BRILLIANT 
J CAREER LIKE YOUR'S BEHIND f& 
YOU...AND IN FRONT 
OF YOU...WKY SHOULD 
bh YOU ENVY ANYONE? 


-Enemy Engaged 
He YOUNG COMMANDER WAS ON REAR-ADMIRAL BLAZEY WAS CONCERNED, 


LIAR TERMS WITH THEADMIRAL, 
VOICE WAS SMOOTH AND EASY, | MAY BE A BIT 
ANCIENT, DESMOND, 


BUT | KNOW HOW YOU. 
FEEL! ON THE OTHER 
HAND, YOU'RE DOING A 
FINE JOB ON MY STAFF! 
EVERYONE ON THE 
STATION RESPECTS 
YOU! NO ONE ‘THINKS 
ANY THE LESS OF yOu 
FOR NOT BEING IN 

THE FIR! 






PERHAPS NOT, 
$'2, BUT THERE IT IS! 
1 WISH 1} WAS IN 
YOUNG GRAHAM'S 
SHOES! 


GRAHAM WILL GET COMMANDO 
OF THE THORN, SIRITA SHIP OF 
HIS QWN! A CHANCE TO 
FIGHT! THEY CAN BE PRETTY 
DESIRABLE THINGS TOA STAFF 
OFFICER, YOU KNOW! 





AS THE DOOR CLOSED BEHIND THE YOUNG STAFF OFFICER, 
THE TWO ELDERLY 'MEN LOOKED AT EACH OTHER. 


WHAT PRETTY CLEAR ISN'T 
DD) YOU THINK, IT, SIR? HE WANTS A 
TOM? WHIFF OF GLORY! 
| RATHER RESPECT HIM 
FOR IT, IF YOU WANT TO 
KNOW. HE'S GOTA 
BRILLIANT RECORD, BUT 
IT OOESN'T INCLUDE BATTLE 
HONOURS! AND IN THE LONG 
RUN THEY'RE THE 
ONLY THINGS WHICH COUNT 
IN AN OFFICER'S 
CAREER! 












2 Enemy Ehgaged 


THE, YOUNG OFFICER'S WORDS HAD HAD THEIR EFF 
: ars PERHAPS YOU'RE 


i ii NT 
iN RIGHT, TOM!PERHAPS 
> i Ni IT'S. UNFAIR TO THE 
5 BOY .TO KEEP HIM 

ASHORE, USEFUL AS HE IS) 

| WAS GOING TO GIVE 

THE THORN TO YOUNG 
GRAHAM! POOR ROBBINS 
SPOKE HIGHLY OF HIM, 

yYOU KNOW! BUT LE 

iS THINK ABOUT !T. 





ECT ON THE ADMIRAL. 





— 


















IN THE OUTER OFFICE, COMMANDER HICHENS LED THE FIRST LIEUTENANT 
OF THE THORN TO THE ADMIRAL. HE SMILED ENCOURAGINGLY AS HE OPENED 


[a= OO a8 DON'T BE SCARED 


OF. THE ADMIRAL, 
GRAHAM! 





x 
AY 


N VW 
wal } 
























































Enemy Engaged 


MICHAEL GRAHAM HARDLY NOTICED THE HANDSOME COMMANDER 4S HE 
WENT IN, NOW HIS. MIND WAS FILLED WITH FIERY MEVORIES 
Via 
HE DIED ON YES, GRAHAM, 
THE BRIDGE Siz. -uSs7 \ LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
BECORE THE AVENGERS ROBBINS WAS A FINE OFFICER 
AND A BRAVE MAN!HE HAD A 
LOYAL CREW, TOO, | CAN SEE 
THATIIT WON'T BE EASY TO 


We 





REAR-AOMIRAL BLAZEY LOOKED DO! ULLY AT THE STOLID-FACED YOUNG 
LIEUTENANT .BEFORE. HIM. WOULD HE MAKE A WORTHY CAPTAIN OF THE 
THORN, AS WORTHY AS, SAY, COMMANDER DESMOND HICHENS ? 


"Lu wer 
yOu KNOW My 
DECISION IN DUE COURSE, \—> 
LIEUTENANT! MEANWHILE 4 g 
YOU CARRY ON !N 
TEMPORARY COMMAND 
OF THE THORN! 


























4 Enemy Engaged 


ITHE YOUNG COMMANUER HEARD THE ADMIRAL'S PARTING 
WORDS TO GRAHAM WITH AN EXPRESSIONLESS FACE. BUT AS THE 
DOOR CLOSED HE GAVE THE FIRST LIEUTENANT A WARM SMILE. 


| HOPE 


YOU GET THE THORN, 


GRAHAM! 











ITHAT SMILE, SO WARM ANDO SINCERE, 
PUZZLED THE UNDEMONSTRATIVE MIKE. 
THOUGHTFULLY, HE PAUSED iN THE 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE... 


THANKS! HE SEEMS A 
Feet NICE CHAP, THAT THREE- 
ve RINGER IN THERE! 
| ORDERED A Sp g 
CAR FOR YOU, 
LIEUTENANT! 
IT SHOULD 
BE KERE IN 
A FEW , 
MINUTES! 


A. RAPT SMILE CAME OVER THE 
GIRL'S FACE AT THE MENTION OF 
DESMOND HICHENS. 


DESMOND | 


HICHEN'S ? OH, HE'S 
WONDERFUL!! MEAN... 
THE ADMIRAL THINKS, 
VERY HIGHLY OF HIM! 

HE'S A_ BRILLIANT 

OFFICER. 


YES? WELL 
HE CERTAINLY 
LOOKS Te 





Enemy Engagea 


MICHAEL GRAHAM'S WORDS WERE CASUAL, BUT GOOD OF YOU TO 
THIS APPARENTLY POPULA® YOUNG COMMANDER GIVE ME A LIFT, OLD MAN! 
: YOU WERE ASKING ABOUT 
f HICHENS! YES, HE'S A CLEVER 
Ro CHAP! A BIT PLEASED WITH | 
HIMSELF, BUT WHO WOULDN'T | 
BE AS A THREE-RINGER AT | 
TWENTY-NINE? OID HIS 
SEA TIME ON BATTLE 1 
WAGONS, OF COURSE! THE | 
OLO MAN TREATS 
HIM LIKE A 
































OBVIOUSLY 
OODLY IRRITABLE MIKE GRAHAM WHO RETURNED T 


UMM * no 


Si ce ill 
iy 


SS 


D THERE BE? AND 
LAZING ABOUT THERE? 
TO KEED THEM WORKING! 





fe 


THE RASP IN THEIR 
“INOT LOST ON THE E 


7 WATS 
DouGGy'LL B 
, ANY 
a> 
it 





THE ADMIRAL'S DEC) 
CAPTAIN? AT 
—_ 7 





FOR THE NEXT TWO DAYS, EVERY MAN ON THE THORN WAITED ANXIOUSLY FOR 


Enemy. Engaged 


FIRST LIEUTENANT'S VOICE WAS 
ARS OF THE LOWER DECK. 

H IT TOSH! = 

E PASSING !T ON, 

MINUTE! 


\ 
1] 


WHAT'S 
EATING ‘JIMMY- THE- 
ONE? D'YOU THINK HE'S 
NOT GOING TO TAKE 
OVER AFTER 
ALL? 


Lit 














SION. WAS THEIR WELL-LIKED NUMBER ONE TO BE THE NEW 


you'D BETTER 

TAKE THIS TO 
MISTER GRAHAM RIGHT 
eee, AWAY, SIGNALMAN! 
Py) THINK HE'S BEEN 
Ze 


ay, 
WALENG FOR dé x \ 





Enemy Engageq 
17 WAS SIGNALMAN KENNY WOOLF WHO TOOK THE FATEFUL SIGNAL TO 


LIEUTENANT MIKE GRAHAM. HE.WAS A BOY OF NINETEEN, SENSITIVE ANDO 
QUICK- WITTED. AND AS HE WATCHED THE YOUNG OFFICER... 


A SHADOW HAD PASSED OVER MIKE GRAHAM'S FACE. HIS LIPS HAD TWISTED 
E, HIS VEN ANO QUIET. 


NO, 
y WOOLF, iT’S NOT 
Y ff sav NEWS! TELL MISTER 
DOUGLAS THAT THE NEW 
CAPTAIN WILL BE, COMING 
Yy ON BOARD PRESENTLY! 
‘YY HIS NAME IS 
MV) HICHENS... 












18 Enemy Engaged 


Chapter 2, CAPTAINS ORDERS 


REAR-ADMIRAL BLAZEY HAD: MADE HIS DECISION, AND A CLEVER YOUNG 
COMMANDER HAD BEEN GIVEN HIS FIRST SHID AND A CHANCE TO PUTA 
GLOSS ON AN ALREADY POLISHED CAREER. 


EN Le 
y ] WELCOME 


ABOAR Do THORN, 






THIS WAS THE 
ADMIRAL’S DECISION, 
GRAHAM! | TRIED TO 
DISSUADE HIM, BUT HE 
WOULDN'T LISTEN TO 

Mé!! HOPE YOu 
BELIEVE THAT! 


HAVE NO NEE T PERHAPS | COULD 
INTRODUCE YOUR OTHER OFFICERS TO you 
NOW IN THE WARDROOM! 








Enemy Engaged 


GRAHAM KNEW WHERE HIS DUTY LAY. ALREADY KE HAD BATTENED DOWN HIS 
DISAPPOINTMENT, HE WOULD BE AS LOYAL TO THIS NEW CAPTAIN AS HE HAD 
BEEN TO THE DEAD ROBBINS. THIS IS OUR Y py 


NAVIGATOR, PETER DOUGLAS, 
AND IAN MACNEIL. FROM THE 
ENGINE: ROOM! THE GUNNER'S 
ASHORE! | THINK THAT'S 
THE LOT! 








PLEASED TO MEET YOU, 
GENTLEMEN! 'M SURE WE'LL ALL GET 
ON VERY WELL TOGETHER! NOW, NUMBER 
ONE, I'VE GOT ORDERS FOR THE THORN 
| WANT TO PASS ON TO You! 


WELL, | THINK AYE!HE'S CHARMING 
i A CRYING » Somsuate BUT HE'LL NEED TO BE sad 
SIGHT MORE CHARMING BEFORE 
we A HE'LL CONVINCE ME THAT HE'LL 
MAKE A BETTER ‘SKIPPER 
THAN MIKE! 











& Enemy Engagea 


WHEN THE FIRST | 
MEETING WAS WEL 


WHY ON 
EARTH DID THEY 
SEND US THAT 
GOLDEN BOY, 


— 
Cece 








|THE FIRST LIEUTENANT .WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR DISCIPLINE ON THE 
SHIP. ANDO HE WOULD NOT LET HIS 
OWN PERSONAL: FEELINGS INTERFERE 
WITH THAT OUTY. 


LET'S FORGET IT PETER, AND GET 
THE CREASES OUT OF your 
CHARTS! THE SKIPPER'S JUST TOLD 
ME WE'RE TRANSFERRING BASE 
FROM TRINCO TO SYONEY! WE'RE 
CARRYING THE WAR TO THE JAPS. 
COME TO THE 
WHEELHOUSE! 


UTENANT GOT BACK TO THE WARDROOM, THE PROTEST 
UNDER WAY. BUT MIKE GRAHAM'S FACE DARKENED. 
\/ STOW IT PETERS IE (itt: 
ANY MORE OF THAT KIND OF 
TALK, I'LL CRACK DOWN ON YOU 
HARO! COMMANDER HICHENS IS 

A FINE OFFICER! 
REMEMBER 
THAT! 


HEAR 


\ ane) 


uy 
BIG CHANGES WERE AFOOT IN THE FAR 


EASTERN WAR, TWO NEW FLEETS WERE 
TO BE FORMED, ANDO 4.1.5. THORN 
WOULD JOIN THE CRACK DACIFIC FLEET 
BASED ON SYONEY IN AUSTRALIA. SOON 
THE JAP-OOMINATED PACIFIC WATERS 
het titer ee ABLAZE WITH THE FIRES 


WE SAIL AT DAWN ON 
THE TWENTY=NINTH WITH 
THREE: CARRIERS‘BIG PICKINGS 
FOR THE THORN! 4 











Enenly Engaged n 


THREE WEEKS LATER, THE FIRST SHIPS OF THE NEW PACIFIC FLEET SAILED OUT 
OF TRINCOMALEE BOUND FOR SYONEY. THEY INCLUDED THREE OF THE ROYAL 


NAVY’S CRACK AIRCRAFT CARRIERS, AND IN ONE OF THEM, REAR-ADMIRAL 
BLAZEY HAD HOISTED HIS FLAG. 5 


CZ af 


ean 
aki 


unl adv He 


ON THE BRIDGE OF HE OFFICERS AWAITED THEIR CAP 
WAS COMMANDER SEA-GOING COMMAND, BUT NO FL 
OF TENSION SHO 





S) 


. \ 
ND 
oy 
ian 


SS 


WELL, HERE 
WE ARE, NUMBER 
ONE! THE LAST SHIP 
i} TOOK OUT OF HARBOUR 
WAS THE /NOOMITABLE ALL } 
L TEN THOUSAND TONS OF HER. 
STILL, | DARESAY I'LL MANAGE 
WITH THIS LITTLE CHAP! 


No 


Enemy Engaged 


WITH A TREMOR IN WER SCRUBBED DECKS, THE THORN NOSED AWAY FROM 
THE JETTY. HER NEW CADTAIN'S ORDERS WERE FIRM AND CONFIDENT BUT 
LIEUTENANT GRAHAM CROSSED SUDDENLY TO THE WING OF THE BRIDGE. 





PORT 
TEN! HALF AHEAD, 


AHEAD OF THE DESTROYER, A STONE MOLE RAN OUT AT RIGHT ANGLES 
FROM THE JETTY. ON HER PRESENT COURSE, THE WARSHIP WOULD HIT IT. 
UNBASILY, THE FIRST LIEUTENANT TURNED TO HIS NONCHALANTLY SMILING 






































ALL RIGHT, 
NUMBER ONE! ! SEE iT! 
STARBOARD TEN... BELAY 
- THAT, STARBOARD 
TWENTY! 


as 





Enemy Engaged 2B 


DESPITE HIS CONFIDENT SMILE, A SUDDEN HESITATION HAD CREPT INTO 
COMMANDER DESMOND HICHENS' VOICE THE SHARP BOWS OF THE DESTROYER 
WERE SLIDING FORWARD TOO FAST AND TURNING AWAY TOO SLOWLY... 





















COR! HE'S 
GOING TOHIT IT! 
THIS NEW BLOKE OUGHT 
TO TAKE DRIVING _ Cn 
LESSONS. 





HURRIEDLY, THE ROPE FENDERS AN ORDINARY MAN HANOLING HIS FIRST 
WERE LOWERED OVER THE SHIP'S COMMAND _ANO COMMITTING SUCH AN 
BOWS JUST IN TIVE TO TAKE ELEMENTARY BLUNDER OF SEAMANSHIP, 
THE RASPING SHOCK AS 4.M.S. WOULD EITHER HAVE SWORN OR 
THORN STRUCK THE MOLE A LAUGHED. BUT COMMANDER HICHENS 
GLANCING BLOW. WAS NO ORDINARY MAN. © 


| YOUR ORDER 5 
ners WAS QUITE UNNECESSARY, 


NUMBER ONE! | HAVE 
EVERYTHING UNDER CONTROL, 
FULL AHEAD Nik 


Enemy Engagea 


ITH LOFTY UNCON N, THE THORN'S NEW CAPTAIN CONNED HIS SHIP 
TO CLEAR WATER WITH’ NO FURTHER MISHAP AND AS HE TURNED TO 
AVE THE BRIDGE, THE LOOK HE GAVE HiS SECOND-IN~COMMAND WAS 











P 
SORRY YOU LOST | 
YOUR. HEAD OVER THAT 
LITTLE INCIDENT NUMBER 
ONE ! NOW WE'RE CLEAR 
OF THE HARBOUR, YOU 
MAY TAKE 


‘Tor A BRIEF MOMENT, ANGER BURNED HARD ANDO DANGEROUS IN GRAHAM'S 
HEART. THEN HE SAW’ THE SMILES AND SYMPATHY ON THE. FACES. OF 'HIS 
|BHipMares ‘AND THE FIRST LIEUTENANT'S SENSE OF DUTY CRUSHED HIS“. 
7 


WHAT ARE YOU 
GRINNING AT, PAINE? AND THE 
REST OF YOUP GET. TO YOUR 

BOSTSIGUN CREWS 
cLose uP! 








Enemy Engaged 
MIKE GRAHAM OID NOT ALLOW HIMSELF TO WONDER ABOUT THIS FIRST 
EVIDENCE OF HIS COMMANDING OFFICER'S CHARACTER. THERE WAS MUCH 
TO 00 FOR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER ON A ROYAL NAVAL SHIP ENTERING 
ENEMY WATERS. F7 











THROUGHOUT THAT STRONG BRITISH FORCE, SURE HANOS WAITED NEAR 
THEIR GUNS, KEEN EYES SEARCHED THE CLEAR PACIFIC HORIZON, BUT 
ON THE THORN, THE COMMANDING OFFICER'S EYES WERE CONCENTRATED 


ON THE DECK OF HiS SHIP. 











Enemy Engoged 


LIRLUTENANT GRAHAM NED TO FACE HIS 
GAPTAIN AS HICHEN' 

ESSED WIM FROM 
LA R 


—— 
SINCE YOU'RE SO CONCERNED 

}ABOUT THE THORNS CAINTWORK, wt “BUT 

INUMBER ONE; | SUGGEST YOU GET GUN CREWS 

THE MEN TO WORK ON iT! ; ARE CLOSED 
ITS A DISGRACE! 


ss ‘iter et 





SO | NOTICED! THEY ; 
sue fo eS GeyNG Tas MAR! aan US ATE AE BO wae 
WELL, THEY'RE NOT GOING TO LIE BOMBERS, -THEY'RE DOWN ON US 
SIG THEMSELVES INTHE (GUN BEFORE A MAN CAN CROSS THR DECK? 
= WE HAVE TO: KEEP THE GUN CREWE 
CLOSED UP ALL THE TMS. 





Enemy Engaged 


THR GRST LIEUTENANT TRIED 

RESPECTFULLY TO SHOW THE DANGER 

oF ORDER TO THE NEW CAPTAIN, 

< OER HICHENS HAD NOT VET 
SARED AGAINST THE JAPANESE, BUT 
= OID NOT INTEND TO TAKE ADVICE 
ZOM & JUNIOR OFFICER, 


WE. HAVE TO, MISTER 
/SRAHAM? AREN'T YOU LETTING 
VY YOUR EXAGGERATEO FEAR OF THE 
APANESE LEAD YOU INTO AN ATTITUDE 
= DIGRESPECT TO A SUPERIOR OFFICER?) 
Lj 

















| BELIEVE | GAVE YOU AN ORDER! 


RIPE 
CHARLIES WE'LL LOOK IF 
NIP§ CATCH US WITH 


STUNG BY THAT TAUNTING VOICE TO 
GRIM ACTION, MIKE GRAHAM FLICKED 
ON THE LOUDHAILER. HIS HARSH WOR! 
ECHOED OVER THE THORN’'S DECK. 


GUN CREWS STAND R 
DOWN! BOTH WATCHES WILL REPORT 
TO THE COX'N FOR PAINT AND BRUSHE: 
GET THE MEN TO WORK COX'NI 
CAPTAIN'S ORDERS 


1 TOLD You 
We J NEW SKIPPE 
WAG A pretest 
COR, THE NAI 
mon 





Enemy Engaged 


ON THE BRIDGE, COMMANDER DESMOND. HICHENS WAS HIS OLD CHARMING SBLF 
AGAIN. BUT HIS FIRST LIEUTENANT HARDLY HEARD THE FRIENDLY WORDS. THE 
IN HIS MINO... 


FIGHTING. MAN'S AWARENESS OF DANGER WAS STIRRING 


{PEACEFUL DAY, \ > Rs 
rs +) ( yes, 


NUMBER ONE-: AH. 
GOOD TO BE AT SEA 
AGAIN: 


“- 


, 
4 






» 
UB 
ONE SECOND AGO THE BLUE SKY HAD BEEN CLEAR, THE CALM SEA TRANQUIL, 
BUT THIS WAS ‘THE PACIFIC, 1944. AND AS THE WHINE OF AERO ENGINES 





GREW_IN THE EAST... 
q : 
FIFTY ‘ ACTION 
BETTYS, FED STATIONS! GUNV 
TWO CREWS CLOSE 
ve! 


AVN 


Ltda 


y 
NY 


Shy ing 
q A a 


isis: 





Enemy tngagea 


AT THE LOOK-GUT'S SHARP CRY, COMMANDER HICHENS \IOUTH GAPED OPEN 
BEWILDERED, HE STOOD AND STARED. IT WAS. THE FIRST LIEUTENANT WHO 
GRASPED THE REINS OF THE SHIP AT THAT CRITICAL MOMENT. BUT THE SHIP 


WAS UNPREPARED... 


(THE GREW OF THE 7HORN WERE STILL SCRAMBLING IN A WILO CONFUSION 
FOR THEIR GUNS WHEN THE TWIN-ENGINED JAPANESE BETTY BOMBERS CAME 
IN. VICIOUS FIRE FROM THE NAVAL SQUADRON WAS BRACKETING THE 
AIRCRAFT BEFORE THE FIRST BOMBS FEL 

a 2 


— . * — 














Enemy Engaged 
IN ALL THAT GREAT COMPANY OF SHIPS, ONLY ONE WAS 
aSILENT. WHEELING TO TRE SHOCK OF THE EXPLODING 


IBOMBS, 4.M.5.THORN HAD NO ANSWER WITH HER UNMANNED 
LGUNS TO THE SAVAGE JAPANESE ATTACK. AND ON THE 


WHAT THE DEVILS WRONG WITH THAT 
DESTROYER? NOT A GUN FIRING!DON'T THEY 


KNOW, WE'RE UNDER 
ATTACK ? 


RITATION OF REAR- ADMIRAL 


COMPARED TO THE SEETHING RAGE OF THE FRUSTRATED 
LINNERS ON THE TAORN. 


STONE ME, A DOZEN . 
THE JAPS HAVE BOMBS SLUNG AT 
CLEARED US, AND NOT A 
GUN FIRED! IF THIS 
HICHENS HAS HIS WAY, 
THE THORN'LL BE THE 
BEST- PAINTED SHIP AT 
THE BOTTOM OF 
THE PACIFIC! 
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ALREADY THE HELLCATS FROM TWO OF THE CARRIERS HAD TORN INTO THE 
WIELOY RANKS O: JAPANESE BOMBERS AND ORIVEN THEM OFF. THE 
THORN WAS TOO | AND HER CADTAIN KNEW IT AS WELL AS HER ME 


(M SORRY | GAVE THAT ALL RIGHT, MISTER 
ORDER TO THE GUNS, SIR: JUST GRAHAM! YOU'VE SCORED 
THIS TIME! ! HOPE YOU'RE 
SATISFIED) 


palit 
¥ 
fi 


Y © 


MIKE GRAHAM WAS FRANKLY BEWILDERED BY THE NEW CAPTAIN'S ATTITUDE. | 
WE HAD EXPECTED ANGER, BUT NOT AN ANGER OIRECTED AT HIM... 
7 SCM ONLY THINKING OF THE SHIP, SIR! 
A ; NO, LIEUTENANT, 
Z YOU'RE TRYING TO MAKE ME 


Ay LOOK A FOOL IN FRONT OF THE 
r MEN! WELL, I'LL SEE YOU DON'T 
GET A SECOND 
CHANCES 
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PREOCCUPIED WITH HIS. THOUGHTS, THE 

FIRST LIEUTENANT AUTHORISED THE 

REPLY TO THE SIGNAL AND TURNED 

AWAY. eur ce KENNY WOOLF TURNED 
MP.» « 





'D BETTER & 
MAKE IT NICE ANC SIMPLE 
FOR. THOSE CLOTS ON THE 
TT SIGNAL_ FROM CURLEW. COMMANDER | HICHENS 
FLAGSHIP, SIR! “ALL \ WILE REPORT ON BOARD 
< 
COMMANDING OFFICERS FLAGSHIP AT SEVENTEEN _/ 
i , HUNDRED HOURS? 


e WZ y 


WOOLF GIVE THEM 


yyy Uy THE WicCO! 
1 om 


THE CLEAR YOUNG VOICE OF THE SIGNALMAN BROUGHT A BLACK SCOWL TO 
THE HANDSOME FACE OF THE THORN'S COMMANDING OFFICER... 


WHAT THE aN 
DEVIL DO you 1 Sy] ee 
THINK YOU'RE = IY it 

DOING ? ; 4 ULUUTTAT: 
i 
! 


Tat 











Enemy Engagea 


NoT SEEING lO HAD GRABBE BY THE ARM, KENNY YELPE 
AGGRESSIVELY. SueN He sAw 1 HIS COMMANDING OFFIC 





NO? THEN MAY 1 ASK 


4 SEND A MESSAGE .LIKE BY 
TO THE FLAGSHIP? WHAT'S 
YOUR NAME? 


DESMOND HICHENS',RAGE HAD BEV LOEREO THE OFFICERS ANO MEN ON 
THE BRIOGE. .BUT.AS HE GLOWEREO DOWN Te Fue YOUNG SEAMAN, 
THE FIRST LIEUTENANT STEPPED FORWARD. 


| SEE! NOW KINOLY EXP’ 
YOU THINK _! SHOULD ANS’ 
ACTIONS TO THE ve ARAL: 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, MIKE GRAHAM COMMANDER HICHENS TURNED AWA 
|FACED UP TO HIS SUPERIOR OFFICER FROM HIS SECOND-IN- COMMAND 
WITH GOMETHING LIKE SCORN IN WITH A_STONY FACE. 





| SEE, | 
so NUMBER ONE} \ 

YOU'RE IN THIS, Somey | WELL, WE'LL SA: 

TOO, MISTER i ‘| NO MORE 


GRAHAM? ABOUT IT! 


NO 

ANYTHING, SIR! NOR IS WOOLF! 
THE SIGNAL HAS NOTHING TO DO 

WITH THE REASONS FOR THE 
THORN'S PREPAREDNESS DURING 
THAT AIR ATTACK! IT JS SIMPLY A 
REPLY TO THE FLAGSHIP'’S REQUEST 
FOR ALL COMMANDERS TO REPORT 
TO THE FLAG CAPTAIN THIS EVENING! 


AS THE CADTAIN LEFT THE BRIDGE, KENNY WOOLF CHEERFULLY EXPRESSED 
THE THOUGHTS OF EVERY MAN WITHIN EARSHOT, EVEN THE FIRST LIEUTENANT 
CONCEALED A SMILE AS HE REPRIMANDED THE. YOUNGSTER. 


COR, HE'S NEVER THAT'S ENOUGH 
WRONG, IS HE? HE COULD OF THAT, WOOLF, 
MURDER SOMEONE ANDO OR you Wit BE 

HE WOULDN'T BE ON A 

WRONG: NOT Pi CHARGE! 
HIM . a 
—_—-> 
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fe} 
un WOOLF'S NOT FAR 
f7; MTN «Out AT THAT: THE 
Vj, Yj SKIPPER WILL NEVER 
Uf fi AOMIT TO A FAULT! 
TAR} 7 a 


BUT WHAT MAKES 
A MAN LIKE THAT f 


WE LIEUTENANT COULD HAVE SEEN COMMANDER HICHENS STEP ON BOARD 
FLAGSHIP, A CHARMING SMILE ON HIS FACE AND A SPRING IN HIS STEP, 
MIGHT HAVE LEARNED MORE ABOUT HIS COMMANDING OFFICER'S 


IF YOU'LL COME WITH 
ME, SIR! THE ADMIRAL 15 
EXPECTING YOU! 
> 


ZI 
Deter piTetTaD tel: 
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IN THE STATE CABIN OF THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER, THE INFORMAL CONFERENCE | 
JHE AIRCRAE. ARREST ee 

HAD _ALREAD* BEGUN. “Ay DESMOND, SIT DOWN'1D ONLY JUST STARTED! |, 
ASKED YOU AND THE OTHER GENTLEMEN HERE TO TELL you 
THAT INTEND TO GIVE OUR GUNNERS 4 LITTLE TARGET PRACTICE 

Ow THIS VOYAGE TO SYDNEY THE LAPS HAVE AN OI REFINERY 

HERE IN THE PALEMBANG 4REL OF SUMATRA... 





<= SE 


Es 
z 
Z 
Uy 
y 
4 
4 
VA 
y 
Y 
Yj 
Y, 





e 





THE ADMIRALS PLAN WAS “THAT THE COMBINED FLEET SHOULD ATTACK 
TARGETS IN JAP-HELO SUMATRS ON ITS WAY TO SYDNEY. AND WHEN THE 
CONFERENCE ENQOED... PE 
WELL, GENTLEMEN, ! THINK THATS ALL’ WE or COURSE \ 
ATTACK ON THE TENTH! Ob DES ‘OND, Henn Sig 

MAY | HAVE A WORD W M 7 

















REAR-ADMIRAL BLAZEY HAD. NOT 
FORGOTTEN THE QDD SILENCE OF 
THE THORN AS THE JAPANESE 
BOMBERS CAME IN... 
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7 


A SHADOW OF DISCOMFORT HAD 

FALLEN ON DESMOND HICHENS' FACE 
AT THE SENIOR OFFICER'S QUESTION. 
BUT HIS VOICE WAS QUITE SMOOTH, 


WHY DID THE THORN FAIL TO OPEN Fi@e 


OURING THE AIR ATTACK AT NOON, 
WESMOND? DON'T THINK I'M CRITICISING 
'M JUST CURIOUS: 


WM SORRY ABOUT 
THAT, SIRI OF COURSE)! ACCEST 
THE BLAME: 


PERHAPS THE ADMIRAL DOUBTED 
THOSE PERSUASIVE WORDS. HIS 


FACE WAS GRAVE. 


WILLIE Vill 


LA, 


SARA NR es 


THE FACT (6. SIR, THAT THE 
THORN'S CREW |S SLOVENLY. 
INEFFICIENT. ANDO GENERALLY LAZY! I'M 
SORRY TO SAY THAT. BUT IT'S TRUE! 
| WAS HORRIFIED AT THE LAXITY OF 
DISCIPLINE ABOARD WHEN | TOOK 
OVER! OF COURSE, 'T'S THE EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER'S JOB TO SEE TO THAT... 


'M SURPRISED AT \ 
THIS, DESMOND! ROBBINS WAS \ 
A GOOD MAN, AND HE 
THOUGHT HIGHLY OF HIS CREW 
AND PARTICULARLY OF YOUNG 
GRAHAM! WELL, NO DOUBT 
YOU'LL IRON OUT THE 
TROUBLE SOON! 
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Chapter3. STRIKE FORCE 


WHEN COMMANDER DESMOND HICHENS BOARDED THE THORN AGAIN TWENTY 
ES LATER, HIS MANNER TOWARDS HIS SECOND-IN-COMMAND WAS MORE 
FRIENDLY THAN' IT WAD BEEN SINCE HE FIRST TOOK COMMAND. 


if 

















WITH A PUZZLED FROWN, MIKE WATCHED HIS COMMANOER WALK AWAY « 
WHAT HAD Sten GAID ON THE FLAGSHIP TO CHANGE THE CAPTAIN'S ATTITUCE 
60 QUICKLY 
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THE FLEET STEAMED ON. TWO HUNORED MILES WEST OF ENEMY-HELD SUMATIZA 
ff CHANGED COURSE AND AS THE RISING SUN GILDED THE PACIFIC, THE 
RISING SUN OF A HATED FLAG FACED THE FURY OF BRITISH GUNS. 


a ~ — ey 





A MOST WITHOUT OPPOSITION, SO THE DESTROYERS RACED IN CLOSE 
WEAK MAD THE JAPANESE HOLD BENEATH THE WHINING SHELLS OF THE 
ON THE EASTERN SEA BECOME, BIG GUNS, TO FLING THEIR HIGH 

THE BRITISH TASK FORCE CLOSED EXPLOSIVE AT THE ALREADY BLAZING OL 
TO WITHIN TWO. MILES OF THE TANKS. THIS TIME 4.M.8. THORN WAS 
foe COASTLINE AND OPENED VIOLENTLY THERE. 

IE... 
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— 
SINCE HIS INTERVIEW WITH THE AOMIRAL ON THE FLAGSHIP, COMMANDER HICHENS' 
MANNER SEEMED HAVE CHANGED. THE TENSION ON BOARO THE THORN — 


Rey's GOOD. TO 4 IT 
E DISHING IT CERTAINLY 35. 
IOUT AGAIN, INSTEAD sirf 
OF, TAKING !T 
EH. NUMBER 
ONE ? 


THE OIL REFINERIES OF SUMATRA WERE THE CHIEF SOURCE OF AVIATION FUEL TO 
THE JAPANESE AIR FORCES AND THIS STRIKE BY THE BRITISH FLEET WAS. TO 
HAVE A LASTING EFFECT ON THE COURSE OF THE BITTER WAR IN SOUTH< 


EAST ASIA. 
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THREE WEEKS AFTER THE SUMATRA ATTACK, THE BRITISH SHIPS REACHED THE] 
IGREAT PORT OF SYONEY. THE SHIP'S COMPANY OF 4.44.5. THORN HAD LOOKED \- 
LJFORWARD TO THIS DAY FOR WEEKS PAST, BUT ONE MAN AT LEAST GOT NO 

e FROM THE LANOFALL. 3g : ; 














1 COULDN'T CARE LESS, MATES 
I'VE GOT THAT PAIN IN MY SIDE, 
THE ONE | HAD TWO WEEKS AGO!) 





THE STARBOARD WATCH C, TRANKS 
GO ASHORE WHEN EVERYTHING’ AVERY MUCH 
SECURED, NUMBER ONE! you'o 

BETTER GO YOURSELF: I'VE 





a Enemy Engaged. 


BUT WHEN MIKE WENT ASHORE LATER, HE META 
YOUNG LIEUTENANT FROM ANOTHER SHIP IN 
OFFICERS’ 





/ . DESMOND HICHENS ? 
a N /WELL, HE WORRIED ME 
, AT FIRST, BUT | THINK 
orem PM NOW SETTING THE NAN 
YOU ? WHAT'S YOUR OF HIM! WHY? 
OLO MAN LIKE? 











WALKING BACK ALONE TO HIS SHIP, THE 
FIRST LIEUTENANT TRIED TO QU 
THE UNEASINESS IN HIS MIND 


NM NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO'S FALLEN 
FOUL OF THE SKIPPER, THEN! STILL, HE 
iy SKIPPER HATES HIM LIKE POISON! SEEMS FRIENOLY ENOUGH NOW! ! WISH 
NEVER COULD FIND OUT WHY! | KNEW... BUT 1!'O BETTER: FORGET IT 
WITH THIS OKINAWA SHOW COMING 
OFF SOON! 


OH, IT'S HIS MANNER, 

1 SUPPOSE! SOMETIMES ITS A 

@IT UPPITY! 1! GET ON ALL RIGHT 
WITH HIM THESE DAYS! 
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THIS WAS NO TIME FOR DOUBTS. DEVELOPING THEIR GPRINGBOARD TACTICS 
FOR THE RECONQUEST OF THE PACIFIC, THE AMERICANS HAD SET THEIR 
[SIGHTS ON THE SMALL JAPANESE-HELOD ISLANO OF OKINAWA BETWEEN 
|FORMOSA AND JAPAN. LATE IN MARCH, THE BRITISH PACIFIC FLEET SAILEO 


|FROM SYDNEY... 









Ry OVER, NUMBER 


Ut tld 


WM... THORN WAS NOW PART OF TASK FORCE 72. BRITISH AND 
AMERICAN WARSHIPS WERE TO FIGHT SIDE BY SIDE IN THE BITTER 
FIGHTING .AHEAD, FOR SIX DAYS THE GREAT FLEET PLOUGHED ON 
ACROSS THE BIGGEST BATTLEFIELD IN THE WORLD... 






























































THE SEVENTH DAY WAS THE LAST 
BEFORE THE INVASION OF OKINAWA. ON 
THAT DAY, THE SHADOW WHICH HAD 
LUE TEO FOR A WHILE FROM THE 
OECKS OF 4.M.S. THORN, FELL AGAIN. 


WHERE'S 
YOUNG WOOLF 
TODAY? 


‘SICK BAy, SiR! 
HE'S BEEN FEELING 


ROTTEN SINCE WE LEFT | 


SYONEY!! TOLD HIM TO 

SEE THE QUACK WHILE 
' DID HIS 
WATCH! _ 


BELOW DECKS IN THE SICK BAY, A 
PEVERISH AND FRIGHTENED BOY WAS 
FIGHTING WITH A ORAOLY DAIN 
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LIKE ANY EFFICIENT FIRST LIEUTENANT, 
MIKE GRAHAM WAS KEENLY 
CONCERNED FOR THE WELFARE: OF 

HIS CREW. NOW HE MADE. FOR-THE 
BRIDGE LADDER. 


TAKE 
/ OVER, WILL. 
YOU, PETER?I'D 


/ 

. BETTER STICK 

\ MY HEAD INTO 
) “THE SICK 


\ 


DON'T WORRY. 


'M 
SORRY, SiR / BUT 
(T... IT HURTS 


YOUNGSTER 
WE LOOK 
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TM AFRAID IT'S 
{ APPENDICITIS; SIR! HE NEEDS 
\ PROPER MEDICAL ATTENTION, 
wat AN OPERATION! 








COECCOCOCE OCREARADN 








i SEE' AND THERE'S NOT MUCH TIME, 
| SUPPOSE? I'LL HAVE A WORD WITH THE 
CAPTAIN RIGHT AWAY! 





LIEUTENANT GRAHAM HURRIED TO COMMANDER HICHENS' P VES YES 5 
IT cOMM Foc . ? \ 
iCABIN. BU HE COMMANDER WAS BUSY _AZKUMBER ONE! BUT 
IT’S SIGNALMAN DON'T BOTHER ME 
WOOLF, SIR'HE'S SERIOUSLY \7/ Now! IT'S IMPORTANT 
{LL WITH APPENDICITIS! THAT WE PUT LP A 
HE NEEDS... GOOD SHOW TOMORKOW, 
ISN'T: IT? DO WHAT YOU 
THINK IS NECESSARY 
FOR THE 
RATING! 























Ss 
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THAT IRRITATED VOICE AND INDIFFERENT WAV: ie 
THE HAND BROUGHT AN UNEASY FROWN TO THE. 
FIRST LIEUTENANT'S FACE, BUT HE HAD NO TIME 
NOW TO WORRY OVER HIS COMMANDER'S MANNER,” 
“RATING SERIOUSLY ILL 
WITH APPENDICITIS STOP MEDICAL 


MILE OF OCEAN AS THE SUN SET ON THAT FATEFUL EVENING 
BEFORE THE INVASION OF OKINAWA, THE THORN'S URGENT MESSAGE 


LASHEO TO THE WIRELESS ANTENNAE OF THE FLAGSHIP, WITHIN MINUTES... 


WHAT'S THE 
BUZZ ABOUT BUNTS, p 
SPARKS ? 


yY 
jE SENT 
A PRIORITY SIGNAL 


JUST NOW! I'VE 
GOT THE REPLY 
HERE! 
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OBEYING STANDING ORDERS, THE TELEGRAPHIST TOOK THE 
FLAGSHIP MESSAGE TO THE CAPTAIN, A MINUTE LATER, ON 
THE BRIOGE 





WHAT 1S “a 
THE MEANING OF THIS Z om Z| ABOUT YOUNG 
SIGNAL, NUMBER Z ‘Za WOOLF, 

ONE ? ¢ SiR? 


GOOD, YOU SAY? GOOD? THE SUPPORT 
WITH HIS TUNIC UNBUTTONED. GROUP IS A HUNDRED MILES BACK 
IT'S ABOUT A SICK RATING, IF THAT'S| | TOWAROS SYDNEY, A HUNORED AND 
WHAT YOU MEAN! LISTEN TO THIS! FIFTY MILES FROM THE FIRING 
‘IF CONDITION OF RATING WARRANTS | |LINE! YOU REALISE THAT? MISTER 
IT, THORN TO DETACH FROM GRAHAM, PLEASE COME TO 
OPERATION AND PROCEED 
FORTHWITH TO LOGISTIC SUPPORT 
GROUP WHERE MEDICAL FACILITIES 

ExIsT!* 
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INSIDE THE CABIN, THE CADTAIN OF THE THORN TURNED WITH 
A COLD VIOLENCE ON HIS FIRST LIEUTENANT. : 


Es : SHUT THE DOOR, MISTER 
7 Z GRAHAM! ! THINK WE'D BETTER 
; z A. HAVE THIS OUT NOW! WHATS 


GOING ON ON MY SHIP? 





! DON'T : 
UNDERSTAND, SIR! YOU 
TOLD’ ME TO DO .WHAT 
WAS NECESSARY FOR. 
THE RATING,SO'!'S 























OUTLINING THE 
SITUATION! 





8 
YOU MEAN YOU 
ACTUALLY PLEADEO FOR 
THIS SHIP TO BE 


DETACHED FROM_THE 
OKINAWA . ATTACK? You 
AOMIT: TO_DOING 

‘ THAT? 


PENDICITIS: | 
ns ie FOR ADVIC 
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COMMANDER DESMOND HICHENS HAD HEARD ALL HE 
HEAR. THE SNEER IN HIS VOICE WAS RUTHLESS NOW.. 


1 TT ZW 
hy | Se eee 













WANTED TO 






EH? THAT MUTINOUS 
SIGNALMAN! WELL, | DON’T 
KNOW WHY YOU'RE DOING IT, 
LIEUTENANT, BUT I'M NOT 
GOING TO VET YOU AND THAT 
LITTLE TROUBLEMAKER 
DELIBERATELY SPOIL MY 


GY i RECORD: 
sil 




















a we 
"2 


_ YES,MY RECORD, 
YY CURSE YOU! WHAT 00 YOU THINK 
PEOPLE WILL SAY IF | TAKE MY SHIP 
"] OUT OF THE ATTACK BEFORE iT 
STARTS? THEY'LL SAY | WAS SCARED! 
ME, DESMOND HICHENS!- WHAT DO YOU THINK 
1 TALKED MY WAY INTO COMMAND OF 
THIS MISERABLE LITTLE SHIP FOR, TO’ 
HAVE My SUBORDINATES STEALING 
MY BATTLE HONOURS FROM MEF 
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JAT LAST LIEUTENANT GRAHAM KNEW COLD AND IMPLACABLE, THE MARSH 
{THE TRUTH ABOUT HIS CAPTAIN. BEHIND AMBITION OF COMMANDER DESMOND 
| THAT GOLDEN CHARM LAY A RUTHLESS HICMENS DROVE HIM ON 
VANITY, AN INSATIABLE HUNGER FOR 
SUCCESS. BUT NOW THERE WAS NO - THE SIGNAL SAYS ‘IF. THE CONDITION 
TIME FOR ANGER, OF THE RATING WARRANTS (T'S IN MY 
: VIEW, IT DOESN'T WARRANT IT! AND 
MAY | REMIND YOU THAT | AM THE 
CAPTAIN OF THIS SHIP. LIEUTENANT ? 









} DON'T THINK YOU CAN 
HAVE UNDERSTOOD ME, SIR! 
}YOUNG WOOLF !1S DESPERATELY ILL! } \ 
ITS A MATTER OF SAVING HIS LIFE! / BUT YOU HAVEN'T 
THE ADMIRAL HAS GIVEN PERMISSION EVEN BOTHERED TO 
TO DETACH THE THORN TO DO THAT, SEE WOOLSs, 51k! 





A MAN'S LIFE HUNG IN THE BALANCE, BUT THE CAPTAIN] ss 
OF THE THORN COULO NOT...OR WOULO NOT... SEE IT, [Oe 


| CON'T 
NEEO TO SEE THE 
BRAT, MISTER GRAHAM! 
| KNOW A MALINGERER 
WITHOUT SEEING HIM! 
NOW WE'LL GO BACK TO 
THE. BRIOGE ANO /'LL 
MAKE SURE THAT OUR 
COURSE FOR THE NIGHT 
1S CORRECT!THE THORN. 
FIGHTS TOMORROW 
AT OKINAWA! f 
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AA? ZZ” WE'RE NOT CHANGING COURSE, 
MAN! YOU'RE A COMPETENT SICK BERTH 
ATTENDANT, | TAKE IT? GET BELOW 

A, AND DO YOUR JOB, THEN! YOU HAVE 
NO BUSINESS ON THE 
BRIDGE! 


WITH A MUTE APPEAL IN HIS FACE, THE S$ TURNED TO THE FIRST 
E GRAHAM CLENCHED Hi S. IN THE ROYAL NAV 
THE CAPTAIN IS LAI —.* 


SEND A SIGNAL TO THE FLAGSHIP, MISTER DOUGLAS.\—==— = 

7RATING'S CONDITION HAS IMPROVED! THORN WILL z= 
KEEP HER STATION IN THE LINE TOMORROW!* 
ee 


1M SORRY! THERE'S eon 











2 cnemy Engagea 


Chapter 4. Tue Fires oF WAR 


TAu THAT NIGHT, THE THORN PRESSED ON TOWARDS THE DEADLY BEACHES 
OF OKINAWA. AT DAWN A SULLEN SHIP STRIPPED ITS GUNS FOR ACTION. 














NO, 
MATE!ON THIS 
SHIP YOU'RE NOT 
i= UPPOSED TO WORRY 
ABOUT LITTLE 
. THINGS LIKE 

THAT ! 





HE FIGHT FOR 4 FOOTHOLD ON JAPANESE-HELD OKINAWA BEGAN WIT 


————— ey 
4 SINGLE MAN FOUGHT FOR HIS LIFE BELOW THE DCESTROYER'S DECKS, ABOVE. 
eaake BROADSIDE FROM THE GUNS OF Ti 








By. bs. 
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DRIVEN ON BY HER RELENTLESS CAPTAIN, THE THORN PLUNGED INTO THAT 
(WFE@NO OF FLAMING CORDITE WITH ALL GUNS BLAZING. STRIPPED OF ITS 
SMILING MASK, THE AMBITION OF COMMANDER HICHENS WAS NAKED AND UGLY... 


IT, MEN! GIVE | 
THEM BLAZES! | 
LET THE ADMIRAL} 
SEE WHAT THE | 
THORN'S MADE | 
OF: 4 


COLDLY WATCHING HIS CAPTAIN, MIKE GRAHAM REMEMBERED THE DYING WORDS 
OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ROBBINS. “A SHIP AND ITS MEN WILL BE IN YOUR 
HANDS! SERVE THEM WELL!" ANO THiS WAS HOW THE HANOS OF DESMOND 
HICHENS SERVED HIS SHIP AND HIS MEN. 





+ 
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DECKS. 


BEACHES, A HARSH SMELL OF CORDITE DRIFTING ACROSS ITS STRIPPED 
GREED.. 


ITS CAPTAIN HAD COURAGE...BUT IT WAS THE UGLY COURAGE OF 
x 4 igh 


ONE MORE RUN, Z =< 
MISTER GRAHAM,ANO . 


THE THORN BORE AWAY FROM ITS FIRING RUN ALONG THE SHELL- TORN 


— 


WE'LL HAVE DONE ¥ 

ENOUGH To IMPRESS [§ 

THE BLINDEST 
BRASSHAT! 


ca 


\\ 
\\ 


\ 








ONCE MORE THE DESTROYER LUNGED RELENTLESSLY THROUGH THE WATERS OFF 
OKINAWA, AND AS IT PULLEO AWAY FOR THE LAST TIME, A GRAVE -£YED 


RATING STEPPED ON TO THE BRIDGE TO HEAR THE SLEEK VOICE OF THE 


WELL, 
| THINK THAT 

WILL DO’ FOR ONE DAY! 

GOOD SHOW, NUMBER ONE! 
NOW, WHAT WAS 

ALL THAT NONSENSE 
ABOUT A SICK 
RATING ?- 
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[IN A NARROW IRON COT BELOW DECKS, A BRAVE FIGHT HAD ENOED IN DEFEAT. 


SIGNALMAN 
WOOLF DIED TWO 
MINUTES AGO, 





COMMANCER DESMOND HICHENS THE VOICE OF LIEUTENANT MICHAEL 
TURNED TO FACE HIS ACCUSERS. HIS GRAHAM WAS DEADLY WITH 

FACE WAS SHARP AND WARY, BUT CONTEMPT. BUT EVEN AS HE SPOKE... 
HIS WORDS WERE STILL SMOOTH. 


COME, MISTER * GRAHAM; YES, SIR, 
THIS IS REGRETTAGLE, BUT WE THEY'LL ‘DIE... BUT 
MUETN'T LOSE OUR SENSE THEY WON'T BE 
OF PROPORTION, MUST WE? MURDERED: 
HUNOREDS OF MEN WILL DIE 
TOCAY ON THOSE BEACHES 
OVER THERE! 


‘ 


KAMIKAZE * 
REO EIGHT 
ZERO! 
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OVER THE BEACHES OF OKINAWA THAT Day THE 
CORNERED JAPANESE WERE THROWING THEIR LAST 
GRIM WEAPON AT THE INVADERS... CIDE 
|PLANES. THE PILOT OF O! 

IBAKA HAD SELECTED “/ 

{FUNERAL PYRE... 


THE TERRIBLE, MAN-DIRECTED MISSILE SLAMMED 
INTO THE STEEL SKIN OF THE BRITISH WARSHIP 
AT 600 MILES PER HOUR AND ITS TON OF AIGH 
[EXPLOSIVE RIPPED THE DESTROYER APART. 

| 
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ANM.S. THORN REELED AND AS THE DAZED MIKE GRAHAM PICKED HIMSELF UP. 
FROM THE TILTING DECK OF THE BRIDGE, HE SAW AT A SINGLE GLANCE THAT 











THE CREW OF THE THORN WERE ALREADY LEAPING FOR THEIR LIVES 
INTO THE BOILING SEA, THE FIRST LIEUTENANT TURNED BACK TO 
THE- BRIDGE WITH NARROWED EYES... S 


NOT SO FAST, MISTER \ 
HICHENS! I'VE GOT SONZE 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

WITH YOU! 
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os mower 4 r.4 


pe 


THE VOICE OF THE OFFICER IN THE BOAT REACHED THINLY TO LIEUTENANT 


GRA4AM, BUT HE DID NOT HEED ir. ne REACHED THE DOOR OF THE 
WHEEL ROUSE ANDO FLUNG IT OPE . 


REMEMBER, | REMEMBER, 
SIR! | SHALL REMEMBER 
WHEN | GIVE EVIDENCE 
AT THE COURT OF 
INQUIRY ! 
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MIKHENS EYES WERE STARING...HIS VOICE HIGH“PITCHED... 


Q7 FR COURT OF 
INQUIRY ? WHAT _DO 
YOU MEAN? - 


THE AOMIRAL'S ORDER! YOU h 
WERE RESPONS/BLE FOR THAT A 
BOY'S DEATH! 


SLOWLY THE VENEER OF CONFIDENCE COLOLY, THE FIRST LIEUTENANT 
HAD BEEN STRIPPED AWAY FROM OF THE THORN FACED HIS 
CESMOND HICHENS. HE CRINGED CAPTAIN ..- 

ANDO BEGAN TO WHINE... 


GRAWAM, you 
CANT DO THIS TO ME! 
THINK OF My 

CAREER... 


NOW, THAT'S ALL YOU CAN THINK OF, WHEN HE WAS DYING, MY 
IGN’T IT? YOU WHEEDLED YOUR WAY ON TO LAST SKIPPER TOLD ME THAT 
A 6HIP YOU AREN'T FIT TO COMMAND! COMMAND OF A SHIP WOULD. FIND 
OU JEOPARDISED HER BY YOUR A_MAN OUT! NOW _1 KNOW WHAT 
UOIDITY DURING THAT AIR ATTACK...| JHE MEANT! THE THORN HAS 
D NOW YOU'VE SACRIFICED A BOY TO FOUND yOU OUT, HICHENS, ANO 
THAT GOLDEN CAREER OF yOuRS! YOU'RE ROTTEN: 
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GRAHAM WAS ABOUT TO TURN CONTEMPTUOUSLY AWAY WHEN 
|HICHENS GNATCHED HIS HAND SUDDENLY FROM BEHIND HIS BACK 
HIS TEETH BARED IN A SNARL.f——— SS —— 
RIGHT, GRANAM 
YOu. WON'T LU 


\ TO REASON 


a 


¢ 






THIS, AT LAST, WAS THE REAL DESMOND HICHENS, A TWISTED SMILE ON HIS 
FACE, A GUN IN HIS HAND, AND MURDE@ IN HIS HEART. 


WELL? WHY NOT? THE SICK 
BERTH ATTENOANT'S DEAD ON 
THE BRIOGE UP THERE! VOU'RE THE 

ONLY ONE LEFT WHO CAN MAKE 
REAL TROUBLE FOR ME: WHEN 
THE THORN GOES DOWN, YOU'LL 

GO DOWN WITH HER, MISTER 
ER GRAHAM.,..WITH A 
LLET IN YOU, BUT WHO'LL 
ER KNOW THAT? 
NOW... 
















Enemy Engaged 6! 


AE REVOLVER STEADIED ON THE FIRST LIEUTENANT’S CHEST! 
THE THIN K TIGHTENED ON THE TRIGGER. DEATH STARED MIKE 
GRAHAM STARKLY IN THE FACE... THEN THE SHIP LURCHED VIOLENTLY... 
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IDE SMOND SICKENS WAS FLUNG OFF HIS FEET AND TRE 
|CLUTCHING THE _OADED REVOLVER SLAMMED AGAINST 
TURNED INWARDS . 














Enemy Engaged 


A.M.S. THORN HERSELF HAD TURNED 
AGAINST THE MAN WHO HAD SOUGHT 
TO USE, INSTEAD OF SERVE HER. 


KNEELING BESIDE THE DEAD MAN, WITH THE SHIP THAT MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN HIS SINKING UNDER HIS FEET, LIEUTENANT GRAHAM COULD STILL 
FIND PITY IN HIS HEART. a 


PERHAPS 
IT WAS THE 
BEST WAY,..POOR 




















Enemy Engaged 


THE THORN SHUDDERED AGAIN AND THE DECK TILTED EVEN MORE 
STEEPLY. THE YOUNG OFFICER CLAWED HIS WAY UP TO THE DECK AND 
RAN TO THE RAIL. ALREADY THE SHIP'S SCREW AND RUDOER WERE Z 
BOWS SANK INTO FHE WATER... We Op 
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MINUTES LATER, TREADING WATER MIKE GRAHAM SWAM AIMLESSLY 


SOME DISTANCE Away, THE FIRST FOR A LONG WHILE, HE HAD TIME 
LIEUTENANT OF 4.4.5. THORN LOOKEO | |NOW TO THINK, BUT IT SEEMED TO 
BACK TO SEE HIS SHIP TAKE THE HIM THAT HI6 MIND HAD BEEN MACE 
FINAL PLUNGE. THE VICIOUS SECRET OF| JUP IN THAT MOMENT WHEN HE 

THE WHEELHOUSE WAS SAFE NOW HAO KNELT BESIDE THE STILL 
FOREVER IN THE DEPTHS OF THE BODY OF HIS UNWORTHY CAPTAIN. 
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5s cnemy Engaged 


— 
AAA.S. THORN HAD GONE DOWN WITH HER CAPTAIN. NOTHING THAT COULO BE 


BROUGHT AGAINST HIM NOW COULD HURT THE OFFICER WHO HAD SOUGHT 
GLORY WITHOUT EARNING !T, BUT THE SORDID TRUTH WOULD HURT THE 


ROYAL NAVY, 








RAHAM/ YOU'RE SAFE) 
G YOU'RE SAFE, ca sonny SIG 


THEN P BUT WHAT ABOUT: 
YOUR CAPTAIN > ie mae ates 
HIS SHIP 





THE PRESTIGE OF ITS OFFICERS IS THE PRESTIGE OF THE ROYAL NAVY. ('T 
WAS THIS WHICH MATTERED TO LIEUTENANT GRAHAM. IN DEATH, LET 
DESMOND HICHENS ACHIEVE THE HONOUR HE HAD SOUGHT 50 GREEDILY FROM 


IT WAS THE WAY HE WOULD 
HAVE WANTED iT, SIR! 


yes. 
LIEUTENANT, KNOWING 
DESMOND HICHENS, 
1 BELIEVE IT 
WAS; 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 69—THE HUNGRY GUNS No. 7I—ZERO HOUR 


Their last bullet was fired. Defeatand Lucky and reckless, yet brave and 
death faced the infantrymen unless the single-minded, ‘‘Mad’’ Lennox, the 
supplies got through to them—and Commando major, was a man who was 
they had been let down before. admired—and also hated ! 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 70—THE WHISPERING DEATH 
Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
November 7th, are :— 
No. 72—BOMBERS MOON No. 74—FRONT LINE 
No. 73—THOSE IN PERIL No. 75—BLOOD RIDGE 





re Read the thrilling | 
soccer serial 
ROY OF 

THE ROVERS’ 


CHARLTON 


one of the many | 


action-packed stories 


you can enjoy every weekin 


The sport and adventure weekly 


EVERY TUESDAY 45d 





